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as maintenance, construction, and food 
services; middle-skilled jobs like office 
support and health care support; and 
higher-skilled jobs, including manage-
ment, computers, and health care prac-
titioners.’’ 

Immigrants swept the jobs field and 
had jobs gains in virtually every seg-
ment of the American economy. The 
argument that immigrants only do jobs 
Americans won’t do is not supported by 
the facts. 

Immigrants gained jobs while Ameri-
cans lost jobs in each of the following 
high paying industries: architecture 
and engineering; transportation and 
material moving; installation, mainte-
nance, and repair; sales; construction 
and excavation; office and administra-
tive support. 

Fifth, Americans of all major races 
lost ground. Black Americans lost, His-
panic Americans lost, White Americans 
lost. The percentage of working Black 
American-born citizens dropped 9.2 per-
centage points. The percentage of 
working Hispanic Americans dropped 
7.7 percentage points, and the percent-
age of working White Americans 
dropped 6.1 percentage points. 

Sixth, America’s immigration poli-
cies over the past 14 years have been 
both a war on women and a war on 
men. The percentage of working female 
American-born citizens dropped 5.5 per-
centage points, while male American- 
born citizens did even worse, dropping 
9.1 percentage points. 

Mr. Speaker, I have two comments 
on the Center for Immigration Studies 
report. First, lawful immigrants have 
done well. Everyone would do well to 
learn from lawful immigrants’ work 
and study habits. 

Second, President Obama must start 
vigorously enforcing America’s immi-
gration laws. A Pew Hispanic Center 
study determined that illegal aliens 
hold roughly 8 million jobs in America. 
That is 8 million job opportunities ille-
gally taken from Americans, thereby 
suppressing wages, causing unemploy-
ment, and creating income inequality 
among far too many struggling Amer-
ican families. 

Mr. Speaker, I can’t speak for anyone 
else but me, but as for me, MO BROOKS, 
the Congressman from Alabama’s Fifth 
Congressional District, I will fight for 
the economic interests of American 
citizens as Washington works its way 
through the immigration debate. 
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VETERANS’ CLINICS IN THE THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
LOUISIANA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to urge House and Senate conferees to 
send bipartisan veterans’ legislation to 
the President’s desk before we break 
for August. This legislation would au-
thorize new community-based out-
patient clinics for Lake Charles, Lafay-
ette, and others around the country. 

Our veterans have waited long 
enough. They have waited since 2008, 
and they have been blocked because of 
bureaucratic roadblocks. This is unac-
ceptable. And now we are even closer 
to honoring this promise, because the 
House and Senate have passed legisla-
tion. 

It is time to act on behalf of our vet-
erans who have served this country. If 
Congress fails to act, we will continue 
forcing veterans to drive hours to 
Houston or Alexandria, Louisiana, for 
specialty care or even primary care or, 
even worse, they will be forced to go 
without care. 

This is just unacceptable, and I will 
not stand until we get this legislation 
done. That is not the standard of care 
and accessibility these men and women 
deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man JEFF MILLER for his strong leader-
ship on this issue. He has fought beside 
me and others to get these clinics. 

I urge conferees to work together. 
Put veterans’ medical care ahead of 
election-year politics, and let’s get this 
done. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 22 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PETRI) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Dear God, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. 
We ask Your special blessing upon 

the Members of this people’s House. 
They face difficult decisions in difficult 
times, with many forces and interests 
demanding their attention. 

Give them generosity to enter into 
their work. May they serve You in the 
work they do as You deserve; give of 
themselves and not count the cost; 
fight for what is best for our Nation 
and not count the political wounds; 
toil until their work is done and not 
seek to rest; and labor without seeking 
any reward, other than knowing that 
they are doing Your will and serving 
the people of this great Nation. 

Bless them, O God, and be with them 
and with us all this day and every day 
to come. May all that is done be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. COSTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

SUPPORTING ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO 
SELF DEFENSE 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, each of 
us, as Americans, has a God-given right 
to defend ourselves. Those rights 
should apply to all people everywhere, 
including Israel. 

I visited Israel last year and saw, 
firsthand, the life-and-death reality or-
dinary Israelis face every day. Prime 
Minister Netanyahu impressed upon us 
the very real possibility that Israel 
could cease to exist if it failed to re-
spond forcefully to violence and 
threats from those that seek its de-
struction. 

That is why I rise today to share my 
support for Israel’s efforts to defend 
itself from the existential threat it 
faces from Hamas. History has shown 
that Israel has been America’s most 
steadfast ally in a very dangerous part 
of the world. 

Let’s pray for peace and for the inno-
cent lives lost on both sides of this con-
flict. But let’s never waver from sup-
porting our friend and ally, Israel, in 
its fight for freedom. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ELI 
SETENCICH 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise today to pay 
tribute to the life of Eli Setencich, a 
captain in the American Army Air 
Corps during World War II, a jour-
nalist, and a friend to so many of us. 

Eli was an unsung American hero, a 
veteran of America’s Greatest Genera-
tion. Eli hardly ever discussed, nor did 
he brag about, his World War II experi-
ences, like many of those who served at 
that time. 

However, he flew 142 combat missions 
in P–49s during the war. Eli’s amazing 
courage and heroism was recognized 
with two Distinguished Flying Cross 
awards. 

When the war ended, like most Amer-
ican veterans of that era, Eli returned 
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